Gerard O’Brien
Statement of Intent
Gerry’s art practice lies somewhere between his profession as a landscape architect
and his passion for environment and visual art. He trades in environments be they
real, imagined, visceral or emotional. He uses the tools of his profession for the
purpose of creating art pieces, including his video art, appropriating computer
programmes from the office to the gallery.
Working with composer Matilda Brown and Dancer and Choreographer Joan Cleville
he hopes to move towards a consilience in his practice (as described by biologist
E.O.Wilson) and act as the intersection of image, text, movement, duration and
music. In this way he is reminded of the words of the late Enric Miralles (architect of
the Scottish Parliament) who said, “To produce a relationship between different
disciplines, it is necessary to place oneself on the (external) limits of one’s own
discipline”.
Here Gerry works on the edge of his disciplines to hopefully act as an intersection of
the others.

Biography
Gerry/Gerard O’Brien was born in Dublin but has lived, studied and worked in
Scotland since 1998.
Gerry is an artist, performer and landscape architect. His interests and experience lie
in natural history, landscape appreciation, design, visual art and movement.
His primary education was an honours degree in Natural Science at Trinity College,
Dublin. In order to add a creative and visual element to his work he did a Master in
Landscape Architecture at Edinburgh College of Art, receiving a two-year student
bursary from his then employer Murray and Associates, Dublin. Since 2002 he has
worked as technician, landscape architect and senior landscape architect at Dundee
City Council. Prior to this he worked in private practice in Edinburgh and Dublin. His
projects have included some award winning schemes (Finalist UK Landscape
Awards, Nancy Oven’s Award, Dundee Civic Trust Award). In 2013 he created a

social sculpture entity ‘Anonymous Projects’ (AP) to offer landscape services to
artists and other bodies without charge. His latest project is a visualisation and
presentation drawing for Dundee Urban Orchard (DUO).
In 2008 he reduced his working with the council in order to develop his creative and
artistic output. He became involved with Dundee Artitsts in Residence (D-AiR), the
socially engaged project created by Jonathan Baxter –which involved art and ecology
reading groups, mindful walks, performance workshops etc. He continues to be
involved with the dreamings of Jonathan and partner Sarah Gittins, becoming part of
the Roseangle Studio group in 2013 where they are based.
In 2013 Gerry had his first solo exhibition at the Outbye Gallery, Fife for which he
received a Dundee Visual Artists and Craft Makers Award for the development of the
exhibition. He has also exhibited locally and in Edinburgh and Fife (Wasps studios,
Duncan and Jordanstone College of Art and Design, The Hannah Maclure Centre –
University of Abertay, Generator Projects etc.). As well a text films/video and word
he is passionate about drawing which is integral to his work and has developed this
through his undergrad, post-graduate studies and by an impulsive to draw to
imagine, understand and record.
Upcoming projects include a solo exhibition at Roseangle Arts, Dundee and a
screening of one of his text films in Dundee’s City Square as part of ‘Screen in the
Square’ (a Commonwealth Games Celebration). Text has always been important in
his artwork but has moved centre stage recently and he was published in Dundee
Writes last year. Later this year he will be part of a group exhibition at the
Conference of the International Association of Word and Image to be held at Dundee
University.

SEE HIS WORK HERE:
www.theaviary.net
http://collegeofselfdisruption.wordpress.com
text film stills:
http://www.theaviary.net/2014/02/goodbye-victor.html
http://www.theaviary.net/2012/04/day-three.html
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